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CORONAVIRUS — INTRASTATE TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS — KIMBERLEY 
Statement 

HON KEN BASTON (Mining and Pastoral) [5.32 pm]: I rise tonight to speak on the importance of getting the 
Kimberley ready to welcome intrastate visitors as soon as possible. The Kimberley’s fairly narrow tourism window 
runs roughly between April and October and is based on the school holidays. It is during these months that 
numerous business in Broome receive the major part of their income, which carries them through the very quiet 
wet season. Unlike the southern regions that entered the COVID-19 restrictions after they had just come off the 
lucrative summer period, the northern region is just about to start. Without tourism, they will have a dwindling 
financial buffer. Facing months of ongoing border restrictions will mean that businesses will experience at least 
16 to 18 months of next to no income. Northern tourism businesses have made extraordinary sacrifices, with the 
aim of following health advice and protecting the community. Businesses that rely directly on tourism have had to 
cancel or refund a month’s worth of bookings and stand down their dedicated staff. They have done this swiftly 
with little complaint. This incredible cooperation should be rewarded with a carefully planned strategy allowing 
the Kimberley to receive intrastate visitors as soon as possible. 
Figures from the Kimberley Development Commission state that between 2016 and 2018, 61.6 per cent of annual 
overnight visitors to the Kimberley were from Western Australia. They travel by road and air and whatever else; 
they can hitchhike as well. With the WA border restrictions in place and holidays to Bali an unlikely prospect, 
centres such as Broome and Kununurra are very well placed to take advantage of the situation and, of course, to 
take advantage of the southerners who are looking for a getaway to warmer climates. Another week with less is 
closer to an economic ruin. The main tourism businesses are no doubt suffering. I spoke to a real estate person up 
there who manages a lot of properties. He said that business owners were regularly handing in their keys. While 
I was there that day, that happened to a restaurant that had been in the area for some time. 

There is no doubt that there are very vulnerable communities in the Kimberley and the east Pilbara, and they must 
be protected from COVID-19 infection. This can be done in many ways—patrolled roadblocks, restrictions on 
visitors leaving town limits, and ensuring that entry into remote communities is strictly monitored. Despite its huge 
area, a biosecurity advantage that the Kimberley has is its very simple road network. Each major town has only 
one or two points of entry. Broome, in fact, has only one; it is almost an island. We can build on these benefits to 
create select regions in the Kimberley that are open to visitors. I completely understand that communities on the 
Dampier Peninsula and other remote areas in the Kimberley may wish to remain isolated. I support this and think 
that they should be empowered and resourced to do so. 

The state has prepared itself extremely well for this pandemic and I congratulate the government, the general public, 
and our incredible health workers on such an outstanding response to this threat. We now have a single-digit 
number of active cases. We have in place excellent testing capabilities, and a system set up to authorise travel between 
the regions. With treatment and/or a vaccine for COVID-19 still, unfortunately, many months away at best, I believe 
that we must have the courage to move toward the new normal as quickly as possible—the Kimberley included. 
Other states have engaged the Australian Defence Force to give them a hand and I know that it does work for us 
as well, and has been working very well. 

In the Kimberley region, the value added by tourism annually is estimated at $223 million. No amount of economic 
stimulus packages or “shop local” initiatives will make up for this economic loss to the region. This is not just a figure 
on a page; it represents families and livelihoods, and years of hard work growing the Kimberley into one of Australia’s 
premier tourist destinations. I sincerely ask that the relevant government ministers engage Kimberley shire presidents 
and other community leaders to rapidly map out such a set of conditions, which will allow the region to recover at 
least a few months of the season. 

On a slightly different note, I would like to raise the issue of people travelling from the biosecurity areas in the 
Kimberley and Pilbara for medical reasons. People in that situation still need to isolate in Perth for 14 days before 
returning. Members can imagine the incredible financial and mental strain this puts on the whole family. Two weeks 
in a hotel or an Airbnb is very expensive and mentally challenging. I am aware of the personal stories of people 
travelling to undergo surgery, chemotherapy and so on, who have had to extend their stay to two weeks alone, with 
little support available in Perth. They would be far better off coming back to Broome and being able to do their 
14 days there. I would also like to acknowledge the very good support that my office has had from Minister Wyatt’s 
office in dealing with a number of these cases. My office is very appreciative, as are the constituents who they have 
been able to assist in this situation. I thank him very much. The other day, I travelled by plane to Broome. We certainly 
have a lot to do to get Broome ready for tourism. I do not know whether anyone has flown on Qantas or Virgin 
recently, but I could not even get a cup of tea. Can members imagine that happening when tourism gets going again? 
I think that is the least they could provide. The lady apologised profusely but she was not allowed to serve tea or 
coffee on the plane, which I thought was rather interesting because I was in business class. I could not believe it. 
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I do not know whether the planes have been subsidised by the federal government but not a lot of people were on 
them. If we let the number of travellers die down and that continues for another season, we will be very far behind. 

Statement 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [5.40 pm]: 
I will briefly respond to some of the comments Hon Ken Baston made. I think it is really important to understand 
that the overwhelming sentiment in the Kimberley was for the creation of that biosecurity area. The shire presidents 
were leading the call for a further restriction to divide the Kimberley into the four local government areas. Of 
course, it is an extreme lockdown and it absolutely has those consequences that the member mentioned, but I urge 
him to please understand that this call strongly emerged from that community. It was not something that distant 
people in Perth and Canberra were insisting should be imposed. The decision was made due to the absolute fear at 
that time. We took some very extreme measures, along with the commonwealth, to provide that protection. We were 
able to work with the shire presidents and the Chief Health Officer to come to the conclusion that in the last round, 
where possible, we would increase liberties and economic mobility. As a result, as of next Monday we will be 
removing those internal boundaries within the Kimberley. We totally understand the issues for our northern tourism 
zones. As soon as we are confidently able to say that it is safe to resume movement in those areas, we will. Of 
course, we always have to take the advice, ultimately, of the Chief Health Officer. We are looking at all the options 
that protect vulnerable communities while also allowing tourism. I hope that the member acknowledges that we 
had a great deal of community support in providing those restrictions. I have personally spoken to all the shire 
presidents during this time to make sure that we are responding to the needs of those communities. 
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